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50,000 King Salmon Come to Sodus Bay

The wind was gusting at 40 mph and there was a brief white-out from some lake effect snow. Not the typical conditions for April 21st, however the 50,000 kings delivered to Sodus Bay appeared to be content as they were transferred from hatchery truck to net pens.

Water temperature is critical to the transfer and Sodus Bay registered 43 degrees, while the hatchery truck was 39 degrees…within the 10 degree window preferred by New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) biologists.

Good poetry aside, you might say the “fins find fantastic food five times a day.”

Actually, they don’t have a complete set of fins. The rear dorsal has been clipped for future surveys. Biologists will use this information to see how far the salmon roam. But…they will have a steady meal, eating fish pellets five times a day.

Pen rearing Chinook salmon for the Lake Ontario fishery started 13 years ago in Orleans County, when local stakeholders believed an imprinted fish would help the stocking program. The DEC carefully monitored the program, and after considering it a success, allowed other counties to pen raise the fingerlings.

 The Lake Ontario Charter Boat Association (LOCBA) approached DEC with a proposal and fishery biologists conducted some tests and approved a project for Sodus Bay. 

 LOCBA initially raised funds for the nets, and started the program with 50,000 fish in 1999. The pens were originally located at Krenzer Marina, and then moved to Arney’s Marina where the water flow from First Creek provided a better habitat for raising the kings.

The sport fish are fed in the pens for approximately four weeks, or until the fingerlings "imprint.” An imprinted fish will usually return to the same location in 3 or 4 years, the normal pattern for a spawning salmon. Biology aside, a returning salmon population benefits the local sportfishery by keeping the catches close to home.

The 2011 pen reared salmon project is organized by Ethan and Alice Irwin with assistance from LOBCA and individual volunteers. 

